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DIGEST: Ceneral Accounting Office does not consider
"protests' concerning propriety of grant
awarde.,

HAugh J. Dolan and William S. Green challenge the award
of a grant by the Environmental Protection Agency (EFA),
Ragion JTII, to the County Council of Sussex County, Delaware,
for 80 percent of the estimated costs fur a sewer ocean
outfall,

The thrust of the challenge in that the project is
unnecessary and that 1t is in violation of Section 101(a)(1}
of the Federal Water Pollution Coatrol Act of 1972, P.L.
02-500, 86 Stat, 815, which provides that:

"it 1s the national goal that tha discharge
of pollutants intv the navigable waters be
eliminated by 1985."

The Genernl Accounting Office, upon reLeipt of .complainis
from prospective contrnctorl, "will undertake revlewu concarn-
Ang the propriety of contract awards made by grantees" pursuant
.:o grants awarded by Federal agencies, in order to "{oster com-
plianca with grant terms, agency regulations, and applicable
: atntutnry regulations.” 40 Fed. Reg. 42406 (1973). However,

i 1:7i is pot 'the intunt ot the General Accounting Office to

; ! interfere with the -anctionn.nnd responsibilities of grantor

' agencies in _making and administering grants." 40 Fed. Rag. 42406,
fupra, and for that reasor this Office does mot consider individusl
ccaplaints i'oncerning the propriety of a particular grant award.

o! Accordi&&ly, we wust decline to comsider this matter. However,
your letter will be retained for sppropriate consideration in con-
nection with cur on-zoing audit reviews of EPA programs.
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. ‘paul C. Pembling
“- Genergl Counsel
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